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A one-day professional development course designed for -  

• Staff of referral authorities wanting to improve their service efficiency 

and the effectiveness of planning outcomes. 

• Senior officers of Victorian referral authorities requiring a strategic 

overview of planning law and their agencies’ responsibilities 

• Staff of referral authorities newly engaged in administering input into 

Victoria’s planning system or providing technical input into an 

agency’s responses to Council. 

REFERRAL  AUTHORIT IES   
A N D  T H E  V I C T O R I A N  P L A N N I N G  S Y S T E M  

 

Course Content 

Overview of the Planning system and Planning Law 

• Planning Schemes  

• Roles and responsibilities 

• Planning Permit process 

• Role of referral authorities  

o Determining 

o Recommending 

• s55 referrals and s52 Notices– what’s the difference? 

• Statutory obligations of referral authorities 

• Permit conditions –ensuring effectiveness and enforceability  

• VCAT -  process and techniques to get the best outcomes 

• Enforcement 

• Planning Scheme Amendments 

• Panel hearings  

Doing things better 

• Reducing unnecessary or low-value referrals  

o Analysing the need  

o Agreements with Councils 

o Planning scheme amendments 

Presenter 

Grant Arnold, Associate, The Public Land Consultancy 

Grant has extensive experience with Victoria’s planning system from a 
referral authority perspective.  He was Statewide Manager, Statutory 
Planning in the former DSE. 

Cost 

$550 per student  
Including GST, course notes and working lunch 

Discounts for host organisations 

Enquiries and Registrations 

To book into one of our presentations, or to arrange a 
presentation at your offices, contact Jacqui Talbot - 
jacqui@publ ic land.com.au  Phone  (03) 9534 5128 

This course is presented at the Law Institute of Victoria in Melbourne and at selected regional centres.  


